Aspiration pneumonia caused by fibrous material in rats.
Aspiration pneumonia observed in eight of 60 Sprague-Dawley rats which were orally treated with 0.5% carboxymethyl cellulose solution was investigated. Grossly, the lung showed white nodular foci in the parenchyma. Histologically, changes were characterized by fibrous material accompanied by inflammatory cells in the alveoli and bronchioles and formation of granulomas. It appeared that the inhaled fibrous material had originated from the carboxymethyl cellulose solution.